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A TRUE AND LARGE DISCOURSE1
OF THE VOYAGE OF THE WHOLE FLEETE OF SHIPS SET FORTH THE
20 OF APRILL l6oi BY THE GOVERNOURS [$ic] AND ASSISTANTS OF
THE EAST INDIAN MARCHANTS IN LONDON TO THE EAST INDIES;
WHEREIN IS SET DOWNE THE ORDER AND MANNER OF THEIR
TRAFFICKE, THE DISCRETION OF THE COUNTRIES, THE NATURE OF
THE PEOPLE AND THEIR LANGUAGE, AND THE NAMES OF ALL THE
MEN DEAD IN THE VOYAGE.
At London.
Imprinted for Thomas Thorpe, and are to be solde by
William Aspley.
1603.
A true and large discourse of the East India Voyage, departing
out of England the 20 day ofAprill 1601.
The 20 of Aprill 1601 we wayed anchor and set saile out of
Torbay, by Dartmouth.
The 2 of May one of our admiralles men fell overboord from
the maineyard and was drowned.
The 7 of May we came to the Canares, where the generall
determined to renew our water; but altering his purpose, we
wayed our anchors and departed with a faire winde.
The 10 of May, being Sunday, the generall, captaines, and
maisters dined aboord the Hector] where the generall delivered
1 Reprinted from a pamphlet now in the Bodleian Library, Oxford (Art.
40, C. 16, BS). Only one other copy is known, viz. that in the Marsh Library,
Dublin (Pollard and Redgrave's Short-Title. Catalogue of Books printed,
1475-1640). The pamphlet, which was obviously based on a journal kept
aboard the Ascension, was registered at Stationers' Hall by William Aspley on
2$ June 1603 (Arber's Transcripts, vol. in, p. 98), i.e. soon after the arrival of
that vessel. The identity of the writer is not known; but he was evidently a
person of some culture, and the choice seems to lie among the merchants on
board, with the possible addition of the purser.